SEXUAL ASSAULT PREVENTION AND RESPONSE POLICY

Sexual assault is a crime that is counter to everything we stand for as Marines and is not discriminatory.
To eliminate it from our ranks, | will need the concerted effort of every Marine and Sailor in this
command. Every member of Marine Air Support Squadron 2 is obligated to execute aggressive
prevention of sexual assault through active engagement, immediate intervention, and timely reporting.

MCO 1752.5B provides the necessary guidance as it pertains to sexual assaults in our Marine Corps and
clearly defines the nature of the offense. To be clear, it is not simply limited to the heinous acts of rape
or forcible sodomy, but includes the use of force, threats, intimidation, or abuse of authority in the
execution of intentional sexual contact. When the victim does not or cannot consent, it is sexual assault.
Unwanted sexual contact that is aggravated, abusive, or wrongful is sexual assault. Attempting to
commit such acts is egregious and not only violates the established policy, but violates the code of

conduct required of us as Marines, codified through our Core Values of Honor, Courage, and
Commitment.

We will combat this crime by continuing to bolster our prevention efforts through presence, knowledge
and education, and accurate and timely reporting. We will support the victims and be vigilant, with a
bias for action. These efforts will ensure individual safety, enhance our unit performance, and
contribute to strong overall readiness to execute our assigned mission.

Someone who believes they are the victim of sexual assault should immediately contact our unit
Uniformed Victim Advocates (UVA), law enforcement, and the chain of command for assistance.
Marines and Saitors who have knowledge of a sexual assault are obligated to immediately report it to
authorities. Failure to report or ignoring reports of sexual assault may subject you to adverse
administrative or disciplinary action. Finally, it is unacceptable to be a bystander and not.intervene in a
situation that clearly places a fellow Marine at risk.

Victims of sexual assault will be supported and treated properly, with dignity and respect. Victims will
have the opportunity to receive treatment, advocacy, and support throughout the process. There will
be no reprisal against victims or applied prejudice. Marines and Sailors will not be involved in
discussions that contribute to rumor or speculation.

I expect all Marines and Sailors to aggressively work to eradicate this cancer from our Corps. Prevention
of this crime will only happen through constant presence of leaders at all levels within Marine Air
Support Squadron 2. Qur unit and our Marines and Sailors deserve nothing less than complete
commitment to this effort, :

Semper Fidelis,

M. S. McFADD
Lieutenant Colonel
Commanding Officer, Marine Air Support Squadron 2




