
 MARINE AIR  
CONTROL GROUP 18 
RELIEF CEREMONY 

29 May 2025 
MCAS Futenma, 
Okinawa, Japan 



The Commanding Officer 
Marine Air Control Group 18 

1st Marine Aircraft Wing 

Colonel Michael D. Hicks 

takes great pleasure in welcoming you to the 
Marine Air Control Group 18 

Sergeant Major Relief Ceremony  
aboard  

Marine Corps Air Station Futenma 
where 

Sergeant Major Shelby S. Smith 

will relinquish his duties as the  
Command Senior Enlisted Leader 

of  
Marine Air Control Group 18 
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SEQUENCE  OF EVENTS 

ATTENTION/ADJUTANT’S CALL 

INVOCATION 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 

PASSING OF THE SWORD 

COLONEL HICKS’ REMARKS 

SERGEANT MAJOR SMITH’S REMARKS 

ANCHORS AWEIGH 

MARINES’ HYMN 

DISMISSAL  

The reception will be held at the Habu Pit following 

the ceremony. 
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 Sergeant Major Shelby S. Smith 
Outgoing Command Senior Enlisted Leader 

Sergeant Major Shelby S. Smith was born in 
Stockbridge, Georgia. He entered recruit training 
on 4 December 2000. In March 2001, he was 
meritoriously promoted to the rank of Lance 
Corporal and graduated from Mike Company, 3d 
Battalion, MCRD Parris Island, South Carolina. 
Following graduation from Marine Combat 
Training, Lance Corporal Smith attended Aviation 
Structural Mechanic Course, A1 School in NAS 
Pensacola, Florida and Fixed Wing Aviation 
Safety Equipment Mechanic School in NAS 
Oceana, Virginia where he was assigned military occupational specialty 6287. 

In August 2001, Lance Corporal Smith reported to Marine All-Weather Fighter 
Attack Squadron 225 at MCAS Miramar, California, where he served as an 
Aviation Safety Equipment Mechanic. In March 2002, he deployed to MCAS 
Iwakuni, Japan attached to Marine Aircraft Group 12. While deployed, he was 
promoted to the rank of Corporal in September 2002. 

In February 2003, Corporal Smith deployed to Al Jaber AFB, Kuwait in 
support of Operation Southern Watch/Operation Iraqi Freedom. He then 
attended Weapons Tactical Instructor Course at MCAS Yuma, Arizona in 
September 2003 as an Aviation Safety Equipment Work Center NCOIC. From 
March to September 2004, he again deployed to MCAS Iwakuni, Japan. In 
April 2004, he was promoted to the rank of Sergeant.  

Sergeant Smith attended Top Gun Instructor Course at NAS Fallon, Nevada in 
November 2004 as an Aviation Safety Equipment Collateral Duty/Quality 
Assurance Representative. In May 2005, Sergeant Smith transitioned to the 
Quality Assurance Division. During this time, Sergeant Smith completed a 
third deployment to MCAS Iwakuni, Japan from August 2005 to March 2006. 
In June 2007, he was promoted to Staff Sergeant. From August 2007 to March 
2008, Staff Sergeant Smith deployed to Al Asad Air Base, Iraq in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Upon return, Staff Sergeant Smith received orders to recruiting duty and served 
as a canvassing recruiter and Assistant NCOIC for RSS West County and 
Detachment Commander for RSS South County, Recruiting Station Saint 
Louis, Missouri from September 2008 to August 2011. 
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In September 2011, Staff Sergeant Smith reported to Marine All Weather 
Fighter Attack Squadron 224 at MCAS Beaufort, South Carolina. In December 
2011, he was promoted to the rank of Gunnery Sergeant. While at MCAS 
Beaufort, he served as a Collateral Duty/Quality Assurance Representative, 
Aviation Ground Safety Manager, the Aviation Safety Equipment Work Center 
Staff NCOIC, Aviation Life Support Division Chief, Quality Assurance 
Division Chief and Squadron Gunnery Sergeant. 

        
In May 2015, he was frocked to the rank of First Sergeant and reported to 
Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School, MCAGCC Twentynine 
Palms, California. During this time, First Sergeant Smith served as Company 
First Sergeant with Bravo Company, Alpha Company, and Charlie Company. 
He also served as the Command Senior Enlisted Leader for Air Control 
Training Squadron. 

In May 2016, First Sergeant Smith transitioned to Suicide Charley Company, 
First Battalion, Seventh Marine Regiment. He deployed as a member of 
SPMAGTF-CR-CC 17.2 and in support of Operation Resolute Support in 
Afghanistan with the Army's 82nd Airborne. 

In July 2018, First Sergeant Smith was assigned to Force Company, 3d 
Reconnaissance Battalion, 3d Marine Division, III Marine Expeditionary 
Force. In March 2019, First Sergeant Smith was promoted to the rank of 
Sergeant Major. 

In March 2019, Sergeant Major Smith was assigned to 3d Supply Battalion, 3d 
Marine Logistics Group. During this time, Sergeant Major Smith served as the 
CLR-35 Regimental Sergeant Major prior to their deactivation. 

In August 2020, Sergeant Major Smith transitioned to 3d Maintenance 
Battalion, 3d Marine Logistics Group where he served as the Command Senior 
Enlisted Leader until November 2022. Sergeant Major Smith currently serves 
as the Marine Air Control Group 18 Command Senior Enlisted Leader. 

Sergeant Major Smith's personal awards include the Meritorious Service 
Medal, Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (3 gold stars in lieu of 
fourth award), the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (gold star in 
lieu of second award) and the Military Outstanding Volunteer Service Medal. 
Sergeant Major Smith is married to the former Sara Sullivan and they have two 
children. 
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  MARINES’ HYMN 

From the Halls of Montezuma 
To the shores of Tripoli 

We fight our country’s battles 
In air, on land, and sea 

First to fight for right and freedom 
And to keep our honor clean  

We are proud to claim the title  
Of United States Marine. 

Our flag’s unfurled to every breeze 
From dawn to setting sun 

We have fought in every clime and 
place 

Where we could take a gun 
In the snow of far-off Northern lands 

And in sunny tropic scenes  
You will find us always on the job The 

United States Marines. 

Here’s health to you and to our Corps 
Which we are proud to serve 

In many a strife we’ve fought for life 
And never lost our nerve 
If the Army and the Navy 

Ever look on Heaven’s scenes  
They will find the streets are guarded 

By United States Marines. 
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